
Speaking Schedule 
 

This schedule is at 18 August 2026.  It may be subject to change. 

 

Key to the schedule 
Please note that some presentations will fall into more than one category but we have only 

highlighted one. 

 

Jonny Perl 

Masterclass 

FHS 

Women 

Voyages 

Trans-Tasman 

Immigration 

AI 

Television 

DNA 

Indigenous People 

ANZAC 

Technology 

Gold 

 

  



Friday, 12 February 
 

Time LT1 LT2 Mezz3 

 7:30am to  
9:30am Registration (At Entrance) 

9:30am to 10:30am 
Jonny Perl  

 
Keynote Address 

Streamed from LT1 Streamed from LT1 

10:30am to 11:00am Morning tea 

11:00am to 12:00pm 

Fiona Brooker National Library Dr Kate Bagnall 

What I Got Wrong: When the 
Story Didn’t Match the 

Evidence 
Placeholder 

Understanding Australian 
and New Zealand 

naturalisation records 

12:00pm to 1:00pm 

Dr Catherine Bishop Prof. Peter Sherlock Caroline Haigh 

She Did What?! Exhuming 
Family Skeletons with a 

Laptop. 

Family History as Truth-
Telling 

Voyages across the 
Tasman: emigration to 
New Zealand from the 
United Kingdom and 

Tasmania.  

1:00pm to 2:00pm Lunch 

2:00pm to 3:00pm 

Michelle Patient Maggie Gaffney Cathie Sherwood 

Gold Connections Travelling across time and the 
records left behind 

Cousins Across the 
Tasman: Following the 

Women 

3:00pm to 4:00pm 

Chair NZSG Dr Margaret Galt Sally Romano 

Celebrating NZSG 60 Years 

Was New Zealand the land of 
opportunity? The impact of 

migrating before 1913 on life 
outcomes 

Facebook for Family 
History: Finding Clues, 

Cousins & Communities 

4:00pm to 4:30pm Afternoon tea 

4:30pm to 5:30pm 

Julia Bradshaw Victoria Passau Jacqui Kirkman 

Out of the Shadows: Using 
archival sources to shine light 

on women’s lives 

Connecting service histories 
through Online Cenotaph 

The leaving of Paisley: 
Emigration societies in the 

19th century 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 13 February 
 

Time LT1 LT2 Mezz3 

From 7:30am Registration (At Entrance) 

8:00am to 9:30am 

Jonny Perl Andrew Redfern 
 Fiona Brooker Emma-Jean Kelly 

WATO Masterclass Masterclass on 
Demystifying AI 

Masterclass on Oral 
History 

9:30am to 10:30am 

Catherine Bishop, Julia 
Bradshaw, Charlotte 

Macdonald Streamed from LT1 Streamed from LT1 

Panel discussion on Women 

10:30am to 11:00am Morning tea 

11:00am to 12:00pm 

Michelle Patient, Fiona 
Brooker Meg Bate Dr Hazel Petrie 

Secrets Behind the Mysteries 
Discovering the Voyage: An 

Interactive Exploration of 
Migration Records 

Discovering Dalmatian 
Family Histories in New 

Zealand & Australia 

12:00pm to 1:00pm 

Dr Jennifer Rollo Bruce Ralston Seonaid Harvey 

From Fragments to Full 
Stories: How a Forgotten 1850 
Voyage Revealed Lives Across 

Continents through Archival 
Research and AI 

The NZSG at 60: a personal 
view and a parallel life Finding Fore Mothers 

1:00pm to 2:00pm Lunch 

2:00pm to 3:00pm 

Andrew Redfern Christeen Schoepf tbc 

The Intelligent Genealogist: 
Rethinking How We Research 

in the Age of AI 

The Truth is Stranger than 
Fiction: one adoptee’s 
journey of genealogical 

discovery. 

 

3:00pm to 4:00pm 

Sean Brosnahan NZSG Chair Pauline Weeks 

To Dunedin via Melbourne: 
step-wise migration for 

Otago’s Irish, Chinese and 
Lebanese pioneers 

NZSG Shipping Collection Presumed Lost: A Soldier’s 
Journey from KIA to POW 

4:00pm to 4:30pm Afternoon tea 

4:30pm to 5:30pm 

Helen Smith Dr Kristy Love Tarryn Ryan 

Hidden Hands: Women and 
the Invisible Labour Force in 

the Early 19-20th Century 

Deep Connections in Data: 
Using Technology to find 
Trans-Tasman Chinese 

Journeys 

Unknown histories of 
wāhine Tahu  

 

 



Sunday, 14 February 
 

Time LT1 LT2 Mezz3 

From 7:30am Registration (At Entrance) 

8:00am to 9:30am 

Jonny Perl Andrew Redfern 
 Fiona Brooker Janine Irvine 

Masterclass on  
Chromosome Browser  

Masterclass on 
AI as a thinking partner for 

family historians 

Masterclass on Writing 
Your Family History 

 

9:30am to 10:30am 

Jason Reeve Charlotte Macdonald Marie Croot  

Ancestry.com 

The trans-Tasman link in the 
nineteenth century British 
empire: redcoat soldiers in 

the garrison world 

A Light in the Darkness: 
Reclaiming the Story of 

NZ's First & Only Woman 
Lighthouse Keeper 

 

10:30am to 11:00am Morning tea  

11:00am to 12:00pm 

Vincent O’Malley tbc Luke Howison  

Topic tbc  
Too Broke to Fail: 

Digitising History on a 
Shoestring 

 

12:00pm to 1:00pm 

tbc Jenny Joyce Kathleen Stringer  

 
From Sail to Steam: The 

Changing Voyage from Britain 
to the Antipodes 

Criminals and Convicts a 
Trans-Tasman story 

 

1:00pm to 2:00pm Lunch 
 

 

2:00pm to 3:00pm 

Jonny Perl 

Streamed from LT1 Streamed from LT1 

 

Presentation  

3:00pm to 4:00pm 

Various FHS and Closing 

Streamed from LT1 Streamed from LT1 

 

Celebrating Family History 
Societies 

 

 

 


